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PREFACE 

I UNDERSTAND from Mr. Meagher, the author 
of the present work, that he wishes me to 
write a few words of introduction. I am very- 
willing to comply with his request, although 
I cannot myself claim to rank as a figure- 
skater, still less as an authority on the subject. 

But as I was at Ottawa as Governor General 
of Canada, and in the exercise of my duties 
presented him with the medal, which he there 
won at an open competition, as the World s 
Champion for Figure and Fancy Skating, 
Mr. Meagher is entitled to the tribute which 
I very readily give. 

My first, or almost my first, acquaintance 
with Mr. Meagher was upon the occasion 
when he won the medal aforesaid, but he 
was even then well known as a good and 
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6 PREFACE 

graceful skater, and held that rank at Montreal 
amongst those who were certainly qualified 
to be critics. 

He was, if I recollect rightly, at that time 
skating on the public rinks and afterwards at 
Government House, Ottawa, and was always 
most kind, not only in giving a display of 
his own powers, but also in instructing {en 
amateur) those who were novices in the art 
of which he is a master. 

Since the year 1891 Mr. Meagher has 
received many trophies from various skating 
clubs in America, and also, I believe, from 
similar clubs in Europe. 

It was with pleasure that I received a visit 
from him after my return to this country, and 
that I gave him a letter of introduction to 
Lord Dufferin, who received him with that 
courtesy and kindness which he is always 
ready to extend to Canadians. 

I have been given to understand that the 
home of Mr. Meagher's ancestors was in 
County Tipperary, and that his grandfather, 
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PREFACE 7 

who left Ireland in i8it, saw service with the 
British forces in America, and afterwards 
served in the Army under the Duke of 
Wellington. 

Mr. Meagher is, indeed, justly proud of a 
medal, with six clasps, for the Peninsular 
Campaign. 

Mr. Meagher's b6ok will, no doubt, be 
favourably judged upon its own merits. I 
can only, in conclusion, wish both to the 
work and to the Author all the success they 

deserve, 

(Signed) 

DERBY. 

Knowsley, 

October 2%thy 1895. 
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NOTE 

Having derived considerable satisfaction and 
amusement from skating with Mr. Meagher ; 
and having watched with profound interest 
his extraordinary and most graceful skill in 
those mysterious evolutions known as ** one- 
foot figures," which consist chiefly of Grape- 
vines, Cross-cuts, Loops, etc., sometimes singly 
and sometimes in combination, I have great 
pleasure in placing upon record the fact that 
he is the inventor and originator of a con- 
siderable number of the figures given in the 
diagrams under these headings. 

It is, of course, very difficult to trace the 
origin of many of these beautiful and delightful 
exercises, but credit should be given where 
credit is due, and a search through the various 
skating works will easily reveal the fact thajfer^ 
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NOTE 9 

as Mr. Meagher himself has informed me, he 
is undoubtedly the inventor and originator of 
many of the movements to which I have re- 
ferred, and which will be found chiefly in 
diagrams Nos. 19, 35, 36, and 38. Among 
others, also, are the following : — 

Serpentine Eight, Plate XIV. ; Serpentine Turnip Eight, 
XIV. ; Serpentine Eight, combining Rail Fence, XV. ; 
Cross-cut Swedish Eight, XVIII., etc.; Figures of Eight, 
XX. ; Rattlesnake, XXI. ; Rosettes, XXII. ; Numerals, 
XXIII.; Capitals, Own Design, XXIV.; Mullet, Leaf, 
XXV. ; Four Designs, XXVI. ; Grape-vines, Continuous, 
XXVII. ; Grape-vines and Serpentines, XXVIII. ; Fancy 
Combinations in Continuous Movement, XXIX.; Fancy 
Figures of Eight, XXXIII. and XXXIV. ; Ox-horns, Cross- 
cut, XXXVI. Combined Cross Roll with Circle, page 119 ; 
Combined Locomotive, 121; Sea-breeze, 122; Combined 
Rail or Fence, 122 ; and Sea-gull, 123. 

I have great pleasure in writing these few 
lines, not because I wish personally to pose as 
an authority on the subject, but because skating 
is an art of deep and abiding interest with me, 
and because by thus doing I may, in however 
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lo NOTE 

small a degree, be assisting my friend Mr. 
Meagher to lay before the skating world the 
latest developments of that art of which he is 
unquestionably the most recent and finest 
exponent. 

Algernon Henry Grosvenor. 

(Member of the Committee 

of the London Skating Club), 
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INTRODUCTION 

Nature never intended that France and 
England should be skating countries, yet 
that ever -busy and intellectual being, Man, 
has cheated her by the invention of artificial 
ice, and has lengthened their skating seasons 
from a period of a few weeks to seven 
months or more. 

There is now no reason why they should 
not be included in the skating countries of 
the world. 

Judging from the advancement which their 
skaters have already made within the last 
few years — since rinks have become the 
fashion — the time certainly is not far distant 
when great Skating Meets will be held in 
London and Paris, and foreigners will have 
to look seriously after their laurels. 

The art, to use a slang expression, has 
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14 INTRODUCTION 

" caught on " so wonderfully in these cities, 
that all classes of society are apparently 
desirous of becoming proficients. I hope 
in the following pages, as briefly as possible, 
to lay before the novice a practical and 
simple method, which may be a key to open 
the door to fancy and figure skating. 

I have to express my very best thanks to 
those who have helped and honoured me 
by their assistance. 

The Earl of Derby, for the writing of 
the Preface ; 

Lord Archibald Campbell, for two sketches 
drawn by him, and reproduced on the 
end-papers of this work ; 

Dr. Montague S. Monier- Williams, for 
the chapter on the English style of 
skating; and 

Mr. Griboval, Director " Pole Nord," Paris, 
for permission which allowed me the 
use of the Glaciarium during special 
hours, in order to study my figures. 
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TO THE YOUNG 

I WAS not quite ten years old when I learned 
to skate, and a very small boy — a circum- 
stance which may be an encouragement to 
every other small boy or small girl. 

Nothing is easier to learn than skating, if 
you set about it properly. A fair share of 
that not at all scarce commodity, pluck, is all 
that is wanted, but coupled with perseverance. 
Like many other things, skating ought to be 
learned in youth, when one has not far to fall, 
and not much dignity to lose. To children 
there is nothing formidable about it ; the 
motion once learned is almost as easy as 
walking, but at first there are some difficulties 
to overcome. The young beginner feels 
terribly nervous when he finds himself on 
the ice in a perpendicular position. He finds 
his feet slipping and sliding away from under 
him in every direction except that in which 
he wishes them to go. How horrifying is the 
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i6 TO THE YOUNG 

rapidity with which a skate-wearing foot, once 
started, makes off from its owner. Indeed 
to check this impetuosity is by no means 
easy. The main point is to beware not only 
of poor skates, but loose boots — if the novice 
values his skin and bones. Technical direc- 
tions to beginners will be found further on in 
this volume. 
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SKATES 

Owing to the countless numbers of inferior 
productions which have been called ** skates," 
and which, I regret to say, have of late years 
flooded our markets, I consider it most im- 
portant to strongly advise skaters to beware 
of such contrivances. 

I have for the past twelve years care- 
fully studied the good and bad points of all 
styles, and have, as a matter of experiment, 
tried no less than sixty or seventy different 
patterns. The least faulty (in my opinion) 
were awarded the first prize at The World s 
Fair, Chicago. They were made on the same 
principle as some of the English skates, i.e.y 
the sole and heel plates not being affixed to 
the blade, but connected by means of small 
bolts and nuts, in order that the blade might 
be removed. The result was, that when I 
had used them for two or three months the 
rivets worked loose, and I was compelled 

B 
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1 8 FIGURE AND FANCY SKATING 

to abandon them, for they were becoming, 
to say the least, dangerous. I found these 
skates to possess three other distinct faults. 
Firstly, the blades were too low at the heel ; 
secondly, they were too narrow in the blade, 
a fault in every skate* I ever saw, with the 
sole exception of skates for racing purposes ; 
and, thirdly, the avowed radius of the blade 
was of too great length, a decided fault in the 
majority of English blades. 

With a skate properly designed any move- 
ment may be executed ; but with a blade 
which lies almost flat upon the ice (that is 
one having a very large radius) the number 
of movements that can be executed is very 
limited ; and I claim that the same move- 
ments can be skated more perfectly on skates 
which are otherwise constructed. The use 
of such skates avoids giving the skater that 
stiff", ** wooden-man," appearance which we so 
often see in European skaters. 

Other faults in the common patterns are 
as follows : some blades are too high, and 
thus throw an unnecessary strain upon the 
ankles ; some are too low, some again too 
heavy, and some too light How often we see 
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SKATES 19 

skates coming off, and shaking every bone in 
the skater, invariably causing a fall, sometimes 
a bad one. 

A perfect skate should be all of one piece. 
This is effected by welding the toe and heel 
plates on to the blade itself. Screw holes 
are drilled in these plates, to enable the skates 
to be affixed to the boots, which should be of 
a special pattern, and kept specially for the 
purpose. By this means the loss of time 
entailed in continually refixing the skates is 
avoided. 
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FOOT GEAR 

We may have a pair of the best skates that 
can be produced, and still not be sufficiently 
equipped to accomplish some of the feats 
performed by great skaters. Boots also are 
most important items. 

The best boot for skating purposes should 
be made of firm leather but not stiff*, and should 
perfectly fit all parts of the foot. The heels 
for adults should be just one inch in height 
(the majority of heels in skating boot3 are 
too high). The farther you are away from 
the ice the more difficult is the balance, and 
the more strength is required in the ankle. 

Many beginners, especially women, com- 
plain of "weak ankles." They can dance 
all night, walk most of the day, but when 
they come to skate ten minutes or so they 
imagine their ankles to be weak. If they 
but knew that, in nine cases out of every ten. 
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FOOT GEAR 21 

It was the fault of the boot, they would have 
proper foot gear for skating. 

Most women s boots are made of too thin 
leather, giving little or no support. I have 
seen some women trying to skate in buttoned 
boots, which is nothing short of absurd. 

If the skater really desires solid comfort, 
let him or her have a pad of wadding sewn on 
the inside, and the full length of the tongue 
of the boot, and cut precisely the same shape 
as the tongue. This prevents the wrinkles of 
the leather from pinching the instep. Laced 
boots hitherto have always been of much an- 
noyance to the skater. The thin strings 
(laces) invariably harm the instep, especially 
when tightly laced ; but a non-Iaceable boot, 
which can be safely and comfortably worn on 
the foot without the aid of objectionable laces 
to injure the instep, and consequently without 
the annoyance of their continual snapping, is 
the right thing to wear. 
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SKATING 

WITH STRAIGHT OR BENT KNEE 

Of these two styles, my own sympathies 
naturally lean towards that which is my 
custom ; namely, with the bent knee. 

The reasons why English skaters have 
adopted their peculiar style of skating {z.e. 
with the straight knee), are fully given 
in the following article, written by Dr. 
Montague S. Monier - Williams. He has 
most kindly arranged his chapter specially 
for this work ; but, by his last remarks, 
I feel he has given me even better grounds 
for argument, so, in justice to our own style 
of skating, I can but still preach against 
the ** straight knee." Unconvinced that we 
Canadians and Americans are wrong, the only 
alternative now, so far as I can see, is to 
agree to disagree. 
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SKATING IN ENGLAND 

By Dr, MONTAGUE S. MONIER- WILLIAMS 

I have been asked by Mr. Meagher to say 
why English skaters have adopted their dis- 
tinctive style in figure-skating. 

It may be said at the outset that there are 
only two styles of figure-skating — the British 
and the non- British — and which is the most 
graceful of the two is, of course, purely a 
matter of opinion. 

To skate in the British style, or in what we 
call in England **good form," the following 
essential points have to be observed : 

(i) General uprightness of carriage. 

(2) Straightness of the employed leg, the 

knee being kept fully extended when- 
ever possible, flexion only being 
permitted on taking a stroke. 

(3) Approximation of the feet, the un- 

employed leg being carried behind 
the employed whenever possible. 

(4) Face turned in direction of progress, 

and not looking downwards on the 
ice, and the arms kept as closely as 
possible to the sides of the body. 
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i4 FIGURE AND FANCY SKATING 

The chief advantage of these rules of 
**form" seems to be that thereby a more or 
less uniform style is produced. Having a fixed 
standard of good style in figure-skating, we 
get a uniformity of method that does not seem 
to exist in the non- British style. For if it be 
permissible to carry the unemployed leg and 
the arms anyhow, a wonderful diversity of 
kicking of legs and throwing of arms is seen, 
and who can tell how much latitude may be 
allowed in that direction ? 

Uniformity of style, then, is the chief end 
attained by our method of figure-skating, and 
such uniformity is specially needed amongst us, 
inasmuch as the ultimate aim of most English 
figure-skaters is combination skating. Com- 
bined figures performed by four, six, or eight 
skaters are the chief pursuit in English figure- 
skating clubs. 
\ The key-note of combined figure-skating 
1, is uniformity, as a good effect is only to 
^ be obtained when the different performers 
skate in a similar way. 

Next, it should be observed that large 
powerful curves are the l^eau ideal of the 
British figure-skater, and we are of opinion 
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SKATING IN ENGLAND 25 

that our distinctive attitude is the best for 
attaining stability of balance on large curves. 

In addition, we believe that a skater adopting 
the British style will skate well with thejeast 3 J 
amount of effort to himself, and with the least 
appearance of effort to others. 

Finally, it is probably more difficult to skate ^ 
in the British style than in any other, and the 
pleasure of overcoming difficulties is great in 
all true sportsmen. Take, for instance, the 
turn from the inside edge backwards to the 
outside edge forwards. This is comparatively 
simple of execution with a bent knee and a 
forward swing of the unemployed leg. With 
the unemployed leg strictly in the rear, and 
with a straight knee, the movement is one of 
extreme difficulty : and, let it be observed, a 
skater who can make this turn in the latter 
manner can make it at will in the former, 
whereas the converse is not always true. So 
difficult, indeed, is the British style to acquire, 
that it is sometimes stated that many of the 
very difficult continuous movements executed 
by non-British skaters would be impossible, if 
attempted in our style. I am by no means 
sure that this is so, given the opportunities of 
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26 FIGURE AND FANCY SKATING 

practice which \are not obtainable in English 
winters. \ 

It is probably true that the extreme of either 
style is incorrect, mr. Meagher has shown us 
that the most difficuf^ movements, requiring an 
extraordinary amoun^ of skill and sustained 
power, can be executed with grace, as well as 
facility, in the non-British style. Equally true 
is it that the extreme British style may lend to 
stiffness of action, and a soi;t of poker elegance 
which is the reverse of graceful. 

Montague S. MoNijER-WiLLiAMsi 

54, Onslow Gardens, London, S.W. 
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HINTS ON SKATING 

1. RfeMEMBER that the head rules the feet. 

2. Remember that when striking out on any 
edge you must feel that you are perfectly keen 
on that edge, until it is changed to another. 

3. Remember it is allowable to look down at 
the feet in executing certain figures "to place," 
but in cutting figures in **the field" it is 
absolutely unnecessary, in fact, detrimental. 

4. Remember that if the left foot seems 
somewhat weaker than the right, or vice versa, 
the weaker foot requires the more practice. 

5. Remember not to skate your movements 
too hurriedly, as you are not skating against 
time, and speed is certainly the greatest enemy 
of grace. 

6. Remember that if you are going at a rate 
of speed and wish to stop, there is only one 
correct way of doing so, i,e,, Turn both feet 
perfectly sideways, slant the body in the 
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28 FIGURE AND FANCY SKATING 

direction from\ which you started ; this will 
throw you on the inside edge of one skate, 
and the outside e^ge of the other. 

7. Do not expect to accomplish '^everything" 
in too short a period of time, but with much 
attention and perseveVance success is almost 
sure to follow ! , 
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CORRECT POSITION OF A SKATER 

A POSITION of ease, natural, unassumed, and 
especially devoid of affectation, is essential. 
The body should be held naturally erect, 
yet yielding, and with the chest well expanded. 
All the members of the body should work 
in unison, in an easy and pliable manner, 
with no stiffness, and an air of brightness 
should pervade every motion, as a constrained 
or forced motion destroys harmony, and gives 
pain to the spectator. Whichever position 
the head is thrown into while the skater is 
executing different movements, it should fall 
into position naturally, never too stiffly. It 
should incline as if by intuition in a continued 
graceful motion, without apparent effort or 
volition. The shoulders should always be 
kept well back, not forced, but in position. 
Stiffness of the limbs gives a rigidity to the 
body, which is unbecoming and naturally 
disadvantageous. A pliability of form is 
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30 FIGURE AND FANCY SKATING 

absolutely necessary to the acquirement of the 
different movements executed on skates. 

The ** unemployed leg," as it is usually 
termed, and which, I may add, is generally 
employed more than the other, should always 
be more or less bent, according to the move- 
ment ; and should never be held with the knee 
perfectly straight like a crowbar. Unless there 
is a slight bend of the knee, the skater cer- 
tainly has an ungainly appearance. Whoever 
has any doubt concerning this fact, which I 
emphatically state, let him or her, if sufficiently 
proficient, perform the simple ** Cross Roll" 
with the leg and thigh perfectly straight, and 
immediately afterwards with the knee slightly 
bent, and the difference will be perceptibly 
felt. 

An awkward person is easily distinguished 
by the manner in which the hands and arms 
are governed. Nothing causes him so much 
uneasiness as his arms and hands ; they are 
always more or less in his own way, like 
those of a bashful young man. The clutching 
and spreading of the fingers like a potato fork, 
the continual and unnecessary swinging of the 
arms, the bending them at right angles, holding 
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CORRECT POSITION OF A SKATER 31 

them too far from the body — at all this the 
** Graces'* must weep in anguish, and hide 
their faces in sheer vexation. If I personally 
were asked the question how the body should 
be held whilst skating, I should say, ** I live 
while I skate ; I feel every motion ; all the 
muscles, speak and answer me, as it were. I 
talk with my arms, my shoulders, with all my 
limbs, and think of poetry, of music — of flying, 
if you will." 
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GRACE 

There is a gracious proportion of the parts, 
as essential to perfect harmony in movement 
asL it is essential to harmony in repose. In 
an individual so gifted grace is instinctive, 
intuitive. Beauty or grace like this (for the 
terms are almost synonymous) is indeed so rare 
that it is well called genius. Gallini says, **The 
simplicity of Nature is the great fountain of 
all graces, from which they flow spontaneously 
when unchecked by affectation, which at once 
poisons and dries them up." Grace may be 
seen in a natural air, an unassumed easiness 
of motion, elasticity and lightness of step, 
harmony of movement, softness, pliability, 
and elegance in the disposition of the limbs — 
an insensible melting of one movement into 
another. To women especially grace is even 
more essential than to men. Finer in their 
construction than men, they are quicker in 
perception, more open to clear impressions. 
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Their sensibility being more lively, they are 
naturally quicker in adjusting their motions to 
their thoughts. Where we find such sensi- 
bility we find that wonderful inborn fascina- 
tion — grace. To those of the fair sex so 
gifted it is only necessary to give the proper 
position of the body and limbs while skating. 
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^ THE 

FUNDAMENTAL MOVEMENTS 
OF SKATING 

The fundamental principles of skating should 
be thoroughly mastered by the novice before 
he attempts movements which come under the 
head of fancy and figure-skating. Much 
attention should be given these "first steps," 
as all other movements depend wholly upon 
these various changes of edge. 
They comprise the following : 

1. Plain Forward Skating. 

2. Plain Backward Skating. 

3. Outside Edge Forward. 

4. Outside Edge Backward. 

5. Inside Edge Forward. 

6. Inside Edge Backward. 

7. Cross Roll Forward. 

8. Cross Roll Backward. 

9. Inside Edge Roll Forward. 
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FUNDAMENTAL MOVEMENTS 35 

10. Inside Edge Roll Backward. 

11. Change of Edge Roll Forward. 

1 2. Change of Edge Roll Backward. 

Skating "to place" signifies that in doing 
"eights" and other movements, the skater 
must try and follow as nearly as possible the 
first strokes that were made in forming the 
"eight/' or whatever figure skated. Skating in 
"field" is simply doing movements, the same 
as the edges and rolls, wandering at will over 
the surface of the ice. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE 

« FUNDAMENTAL MOVEMENTS " 
OF SKATING 

"Plain Forward" Skating. 

Place the heel of the left foot opposite the 
hollow of the right ; lean slightly forward, and 
incline to the left. Slide forward on the left 
by pushing with the inside edge of the right, 
raising the right foot from the ice and bringing 
the heel of the right opposite the hollow of 
the left. Throw the weight of the body now 
upon the right, and push with the inside edge 
of the left, the body inclining to the right. 
Slide forward with the right, raising the left 
foot from the ice and carrying it to the first 
position. Continue again with the left. (Fig. i, 
Plate I.) 

"Plain Backward" Skating. 

Place the feet in precisely the same position 
as for *' Plain Forward " skating, with the heel 
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of the left foot opposite the hollow of the 
right, and inclining slightly backward and on 
the outside edge of the right foot. Push with 
the outside edge of the left foot, which will 
give impetus to slide backward, and on the 
outside edge of the right. Push then with 
the outside edge of the right, which will enable 
the skater to slide backwards on the outside 
edge of the left, continuing again on the. right. 
(Fig. 2, Plate I.) 

•'Outside Edge Forward." 

Place the feet in exactly the same position 
as for ** Plain Forward" skating, beginning in 
precisely the same manner ; the only difference 
is that the strokes are longer, with a greater 
curve. (Fig. 3, Plate I.) 



"Outside Edge Backward." 

Place the feet in the same position as for 
'' Plain Backward'' skating; the only difference 
is that the strokes are longer, with a greater 
curve. (Fig. 4, Plate I.) 
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"Inside Edge Forward." 

Turn the toes slightly in, incline the body to 
the right, raise the right foot and carry it 
behind the left ankle, slide then upon the 
inside edge of the left, the left skate describing 
a slight curve. Carry the right foot forward so 
that the heel of the right will be opposite the 
heel of the left, throw the weight of the body 
upon the inside edge of the right skate, 
describing now a slight curve upon the right. 
Raise the left, and carry it alongside the right. 
Begin again on the left, and continue. (Fig. 5, 
Plate I.) 

"Inside Edge Backward." 

This movement is executed by pushing with 
the inside edge of the left foot, describing a 
slight curve on the inside edge of the right ; 
then pushing with the inside edge of the right, 
the skater is enabled to describe the same 
curve on the left. This will bring him in the 
same position as at starting, to continue again 
on the right. (Fig. 6, Plate I.) 
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''dross Roll Forward." 

Place the heel of the left foot opposite the 
hollow of the right. Using the right as the 
** pusher/' lean the body slightly forward, and 
execute a large semicircle upon the outside 
edge of the left, raising the right, and crossing 
it well over and in front of the left. Continue 
then by pushing on the outside edge of the 
left, crossing now the left over the right, and 
pushing again with the outside edge of the 
right. Continue this movement, and you have 
the *' Cross Roll Forward," (Fig. 7, Plate II.) 



•'Cross Roll Backward." 

Stand with the toe of the right foot turned 
toward the left. Push with the inside edge of 
the right, and execute a long semicircle on the 
outside edge backward of the left. Next cross 
the right well back of the left, and execute a 
long semicircle on the outside edge of the 
right, continuing again on the left. (Fig. 8, 
Plate II.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



42 FIGURE AND FANCY SKATING 



"Inside Edge Roll Forward." 

This movement is executed in precisely the 
same way as the ordinary ** Inside Edge For- 
ward," with the exception that immediately 
before each stroke is taken the foot which is 
about to describe the semicircle crosses in front 
of the other, and is placed on the ice upon the 
inside edge. (Fig. 9, Plate II.) 



"Inside Edge Roll Backward." 

Start with, say, the left foot, describing with 
it a semicircle on the inside edge backward, 
crossing the right foot well over in front of 
the left, and dropping it on the inside edge 
backward. Execute a semicircle now on the 
right, crossing the left foot well over in front 
of the right, and dropping it in like manner 
on the inside edge backward. The skater now 
is in the same position as at the start, and 
continues first with the left, then with the right 
foot. (Fig. 10, Plate II.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



'* FUNDAMENTAL MOVEMENTS" 43 



"Change of Edge Roll Forward." 

Start the same as for the "Inside Edge Roll." 
When about to change, throw the head from 
inside to outside, and the balance foot well 
forward slightly across the carrying leg. 
Change from the inside to the outside edge 
of the skate. Do this in the same manner 
upon the other foot, and continue. (Fig. 11, 
Plate II.) 

"Change of Edge Roll Backward." 

Start as in the "Outside Edge Roll Back- 
ward," and after executing a semicircle on the 
outside edge, change to inside edge, making 
the same sized curve, crossing the balance foot 
well behind, and continuing on alternate feet. 
(Fig. 12, Plate II.) 
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ADVANCED INSTRUCTIONS 

A FEW words now to those who have thoroughly 
mastered and overcome the most tedious and 
laborious part of skating, Le. The Fundamental 
Movements. 

I have decided, owing to lack of space, 
and the utter needlessness of them, not to 
give separate diagrams for each change of 
edge for the same figure skated. I wish, 
emphatically, to impress upon my readers that 
any movement which can be skated on the 
** Outside Edge Forward" may likewise be 
executed backward ; the same rule applies to 
the " Inside Edge Forward," and the " Inside 
Back." 

These comprise the four changes of edge, 
and any figure — whether it be Eight, Crosscut, 
Three, or Loop — whether executed forward, 
backward, outside, or inside edge, should 
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have precisely the same appearance when 
viewed upon the ice. 

R.O.F. means Right Outside Forward. 
R.I.F. „ „ Inside „ 

R.O.B. „ „ Outside Backward. 

R.I.B. „ „ Inside ,, 

L.O.F. ,, Left Outside Forward. 
L.I.F. „ „ Inside „ 

L.O.B. „ „ Outside Backward. 

L.I.B. ,, „ Inside „ 

A Ball denotes the starting point. 
Dotted Lines denote change of edge. 
Dotted Crosses mark change of feet. 
A Wavy Arrow denotes a jump. 
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"Plain Eight." 

This figure is an old stand-by among skaters, 
and there are an infinity of combinations which 
can be brought into play in this movement. 
It seems to be almost as necessary to the 
skater as a wheel is to a waggon ! 

Start off on the ordinary "Cross Roll 
Forward," outside edge right foot, but instead 
of merely executing a semi-circle make almost 
a complete circle, then make another circle 
upon the left, taking care that both circles are 
joined so as to form an eight (8). 

This explanation will answer for '* Eights " 
executed upon all of the edges. 

If the skater finds any difficulty in com- 
pleting the first circle for want of headway, 
he should carry the balance foot behind until 
he finds himself losing headway, when by 
giving a good swing round with the balance 
foot in the direction in which he is going, he 
will gain impetus enough to enable him to 
complete the circle. (Fig. 13, Plate III.) 
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Figure (3) "Three." 

This useful turn is started by executing a 
semi-circle on the outside edge, say of the 
right foot forward. Suddenly throw the head 
and the shoulders more to the right, changing 
at this moment from the outside edge forward 
to the inside edge backward, making the semi- 
circle on the inside edge precisely the same 
size as the outside forward. (Fig. 14, 
Plate III.) 

" Flying Threes." 

" Flying Threes " are generally done by 
jumping from the outside to the inside edge, 
instead of making the turn on the ice. 

This is a showy and particularly dashing 
figure when done properly, whether skated 
individually or in combination. (Fig. 15, 
Plate III.) 
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"Qs and Reverse Qs." 

These figures are simply combinations of 
the plain serpentine, which means a simple 
change of edge and the figure **3." The 
diagrams are sufficient explanation, as the 
movement is in no way difficult when a skater 
is master of the edges. (Figs. i6 and i6a, 
Plate III.) 
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"Serpentines." 

Whether executed on one or both feet, this 
movement means but a change of edge. In 
the two-foot serpentines, whether forward or 
backward, one foot travels on the inside edge, 
whilst the other goes on the ouside edge, 
and vice versd. There are many pretty com- 
binations that can be gathered from the ** Ser- 
pentine *' movement, using both the feet. (Fig. 
17, Plate IV.) 

" Loops," 

" Loops " are charming turns when exe- 
cuted smoothly and gracefully, and when once 
thoroughly learned may be employed to very 
great advantage by the skater. There is 
scarcely any movement that cannot, in my 
opinion, be improved upon by the addition of 
" Loops." 

Starting, for instance, on the right foot 
forward outside edge, the skater throws the 
weight of the body well upon the right, 
seating as if about to complete a circle ; but 
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when a semi-circle has been completed the 
balance foot is raised to a good height, 
gradually lowering it as it is brought well 
forward. This will give the skater the neces- 
sary impetus to complete the movement. 
(Fig. i8, Plate IV.) 



"Rail Fence." 

Start by drawing the right foot backward 
on the outside edge, immediately changing 
to the inside edge, crossing the line by going 
forward on the inside edge of the left foot, 
and immediately changing to the outside edge 
of the left. Continually cross the lines in the 
centre alternately, and continually change from 
outside to inside edges, with both feet forward 
and backward. (Fig. 19, Plate IV.) 

This movement may also be done in a 
circle by the skater leaning slightly back- 
ward, as the feet are crossed. 
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"On to Richmond Forward." 

In this movement the right foot is placed 
well across and behind the left — sliding upon 
the right for about sixteen inches, when the 
left is thrown suddenly across and behind the 
right. Go about the same distance upon the 
outside edge of the left, and continue again by- 
changing to the right, &c. This movement 
is called '*0n to Richmond Forward." (Fig. 
20, Plate IV.) 



•"^On to Richmond Backward." 

This is certainly a most peculiar movement, 
the skater endeavouring to go forward, but in 
reality travelling backward. It is quite simple. 
Stand with the left foot straight, and, lifting 
the right foot clear from the ice, twist the toe 
of the foot out to the greatest extent. In this 
position cross it over in front of and as far 
across the left as possible ; at the same time 
allow the weight of the body to fall upon the 
outside edge of the right foot. Raise the left 
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foot, turning the toe out, cross it over in front 
of the right, and allow the weight of the body- 
to come upon the outside edge of the left. 
Continue again with the right, &c. The lines 
on the ice are the same as in the forward 
movement. 

"Spread Eagle." 

Skate straight ahead for about twenty or 
thirty yards, and, while under good headway, 
place the feet in a direct line, heels close 
together (touching if possible), and toes turned 
in opposite directions. This showy but un- 
graceful figure may be executed in a straight 
line as above, on the flat of the skates, by 
carrying the body perfectly upright, in a circle 
forward on inside edge by inclining the body 
slightly forward, or in a circle backward on the 
outside edge by inclining the body backward ; 
or by changing the edge first to inside, then to 
outside, we have what is termed in America 
the ^^Spread Eagle Wave." (Fig. 21, Plate IV.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



rio.n 



riG.zs. 




^>^/±*y--^M^ 



ns- 



Digitized by 



Google 



FIGURE AND FANCY SKATING 57 



" Ransom." 

Both for individual and combined skating 
the ** Ransom" is one of the most useful of 
all the steps. 

We will begin, say, on the left foot forward 
outside edge. Then turn as if to execute the 
Figure Three, but, instead of completing the 
backward inside edge of the ** 3,** remain on 
the inside edge of the left but an instant, the 
skate travelling but about two inches or so. 
Then change to the outside edge of the right 
foot backward, and when you have made a 
semicircle on the outside edge back, change, 
as if to execute a " 3," from outside edge back- 
ward to inside edge forward. Immediately the 
turn is made, after going about four inches on 
the inside forward of the right foot, change 
again to the left foot forward outside edge, and 
the skater will now be in the same position as 
at the start. 

This movement is usually skated first on 
the left, then on the right foot, thus doing 
the ** Ransom" on alternate feet. (Fig. 22, 
Plate V.) 
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" Ringlets." 

** Ringlets" differ from "Loops" only in 
the shape of the marks left upon the ice, 
a " Loop " being cycloid, and a ** Ringlet " 
being perfectly round. 



"Jumping on Skates." 

To jump well on skates certainly requires 
much nerve and activity, and there are very 
few, even so-called good skaters, who have the 
faculty of jumping nicely — neatly — so to speak. 
The majority jump as though it were their first 
attempt, and they didn't know whether they 
would alight on their heads or where ? The 
cleanest and most perfect jump of all is while 
the skater is flying along at a fair rate of 
speed, and while on the flat of both skates 
with feet drawn closely together. Then the 
inside of the left ankle touches the inside 
of the right, and while in this position he 
jumps clear from the ice, and alights with 
both feet precisely in the same position, tight 
together. 
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Another jump is known as the "Spread 
Eagle Jump." It is executed while the skater 
is under good headway in the " Spread Eagle " 
movement. He hops clear from the ice, 
making a complete revolution in the air, and 
alights in the same "Spread Eagle" position. 
Other jumps may be done by beginning with a 
long outside edge on the left foot, jumping half 
around, and alighting on the " Outside Edge 
Backward " of the right foot. Another jump 
(uncommon) is as follows : Start and get under 
good headway on the outside edge of say the 
right foot, then jump high in the air, making a 
complete revolution, and alight on the same 
edge (outside) of the same foot. There are 
also the "Inside Edge Jumps," starting, for 
instance, on the inside edge of the left foot, 
jumping in the air, and alighting on the inside 
edge of the right foot backwards. Lastly, 
there is the " One Foot Jump," which is done 
by jumping from inside forward to outside 
backward, or vice versa. 
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"Rocking Turns." 

As far as I have been able to ascertain, 
these peculiar and pretty turns first originated 
in England. Many ladies, and even children, 
may be seen skating them, but it rarely 
happens that the " Rockers *' are skated per- 
fectly. 

To the spectator they appear to skate the 
turns correctly, but when the lines are examined 
carefully upon the ice, it is found that the 
changes of edge made were not those of the 
genuine ** Rocker." 

For example, in executing the ** Rocker " 
proper, the skater starts on the right foot 
forward outside edge, and after completing a 
long stroke in this position by a quick turn of 
the whole body, and a very sharp twist of the 
right foot, the heel of the foot now leads, and 
the skater sails along on the outside edge 
backward of the right. But the curve on the 
ice is now turned to the left, and the skater 
therefore goes to the left, instead of to the 
right. The right was the direction in which 
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he was travelling whilst in the first position, 
and before the change of edge was made. 
This change constitutes the " Rocker." 

In beginning the movement on the left 
foot, the skater immediately upon making 
the change finishes the backward stroke, by- 
gliding round on the outside edge backward, 
but in the direction of the right. (Figs. 23 
and 2 3 A, Plate V.) 

In the ''Rockers" we have the following 
changes of edge : 

1. Outside Forward to Outside Backward. 

2. Outside Backward to Outside Forward. ' 

3. Inside Forward to Inside Backward. 

4. Inside Backward to Inside Forward. 

The diagrams show correct and incorrect 
" Rocking Turns." 

The majority of beginners instead of 
holding the outside edge keenly, after com- 
pleting the turn, come accidentally upon the 
inside edge, as shown in the diagram of the 
" Incorrect Rocker." Every care should be 
taken to prevent the skate from taking the 
inside edge. 
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"Counter Rocking Turns." 

The only difference between these and the 
ordinary *' Rocker '* is that the turn is made 
in precisely the opposite direction, z.e. — the 
skater beginning on the outside edge of the 
right foot as in the ** Rocker" proper. Next 
he changes to the direction of the left, and, 
therefore, in the direction of the right. 
" Counter Rockers " are made by turning in 
the opposite direction to that taken when exe- 
cuting an ordinary ** Three," while ''Rockers" 
are made by -turning in the same direction 
as in skating a "Three." (Fig. 24, Plate V.) 
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"Bracket Turns." 

These turns, in my opinion, are more effec- 
tive, prettier, and even more difficult, than the 
** Rockers" or "Counter Rockers." Instead 
of changing from outside to outside edge, as 
in the ** Rockers," the skater changes from 
outside forward to inside backward, or the 
reverse, it being possible to skate ** Bracket 
Turns" on the four changes of edge, just as 
in the case of " Rockers." 

Say, for instance, that the skater starts with 
a long outside edge curve, right foot forward. 
He now naturally leans to the right side, and 
to execute the ** Bracket " he throws the heel 
of the skate quickly in the same direction as 
the toe. 

This* enables him to finish on a long 
backward stroke on the inside edge, and 
brings him back almost to the starting point, 
on the inside edge backward. (Fig. 25, 
Plate VI.) 
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"Mohawk." 

The ** Mohawk" comes to us from America, 
and can be skated with much effect either 
singly or in combination. 

It involves a change of edge which is 
entirely different from ' either the " Rocking " 
or ** Bracket Turn." Starting, for instance, on 
the right foot forward outside edge, the skater 
dwells upon this stroke for a brief space. 
Then the balance leg is brought well forward, 
and the left foot is suddenly dropped in and 
behind the right. It also is placed upon the 
ice upon the outside edge, but travels back- 
wards. (Fig. 26, Plate VI.) 

"Wabuck" (Meagher's). 

The ** Wabuck" is certainly a first or second 
cousin to the ** Mohawk," but is unquestion- 
ably much more difficult to execute. Starting 
on an ordinary outside edge of the left foot, 
the body is thrown round suddenly to the 
right, the right foot dropping on the ice well 
in front of the left, and on the outside edge 
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backward, continuing in the same curve as 
was made by the left foot outside edge for- 
ward. Then twist the body round again to 
the right, the left foot being crossed well over 
and in front of the right. Lastly, drop it on 
the ice on the outside edge forward. The 
skater is now in the same position as at the 
start, and leaves marks upon the ice similar 
to the illustration. (Fig. 27, Plate VI.) 

"Locomotive Steps." 

These are certainly both odd and very 
attractive steps, and when properly executed 
give much pleasure to the performer. This 
may be done very noisily (resembling the 
clatter of a locomotive), or may be skated 
quite noiselessly. 

We have six distinct changes in this move- 
ment; namely, 

1. Single Forward. 

2. Single Backward. 

3. Double Forward. 

4. Double Backward. 

5. Single Sideways. 

6. Double Sideways. 
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The "Single Forward" is done by starting 
with a very short stroke on the right foot 
outside edge. Next, dropping the left past 
the right and behind it, place it upon the 
outside edge forward. The toe or point of the 
right skate must grip the ice, until the left goes 
ahead and takes a short stroke on the outside 
edge. Then the point of the left skate grips 
the ice, whilst the short outside edge stroke 
is taken up by the right, &c. The single 
locomotive backward is done on exactly the 
same principle, beginning on the outside edges, 
and using the points while going backward, in 
the same manner as they were used for the 
forward movement. 



"Locomotive Double Forward." 

This movement is the same as in the single 
forward, with the exception that the skater 
takes two strokes on the right foot, starting 
on the right, and uses the left point twice 
as the propelling power in place of once as 
in the single. 
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"Locomotive Sideways" (Single). 

Throw the weight of the body principally 
upon the left foot, the right being well in front 
with the toe turned in, and the inside of the 
skate resting upon the ice. Force the right 
foot to describe an arc on the inside edge, then 
carry it over behind the left and place it upon 
the ice on the outside edge, and on this edge 
force it to describe an arc, commencing again 
as at the start. 

"Locomotive Sideways" (Double). 

In this movement make the right describe 
two arcs, the left the same, and continue. 



"Toe Circling." 

"Toe Circling" comes to us from Canada, 
and there are no movements done on skates 
which so closely resemble perpetual motion. 

To begin the explanation of this graceful 
figure. We will suppose the point of the left 
skate to be continually riveted in the ice, 
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whilst the skater is continually circling around 
it with the right foot, winding in and out, 
changing the edges, executing Loops, Crosscuts, 
&c., lifting it occasionally from the ice, placing 
it again thereon in many various ways, changing 
occasionally by riveting the toe of the right 
skate, whilst the left is occupied in executing 
beautiful and difficult turns and designs. 



"Pirouette" and "Pivot" Movements. 

These movements embrace many exquisite 
patterns which may be skated with much 
uniformity, such as numbers, the alphabet in 
capitals, flowers, birds, leaves, stars, and many 
others too numerous to mention. 



"Waltz Steps." 

"Waltz Steps" may be done either singly 
or in combination, on the flat or on the point 
of the skate, the former being more preferable 
for ladies. 

Almost any movement in which the skater 
goes perpetually round, and keeps time to the 
music of the waltz is properly a "Waltz Step>" 
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and as many of the movements I shall here- 
after explain, by slight alteration, may come 
under this head, I deem it advisable to de- 
scribe them as "Waltz Steps." 

The most beautiful ** Waltz Step" that can 
be performed (to my idea) is the Canadian 
Waltz. This consists merely of the '' Ransom 
Step," on alternate feet, and it enables the 
single skater or couple to reverse. , 



"Spins." 

There is no limit to the number of these 
** buzzing" movements, which may be accom- 
plished on a single pair of skates. 

We have the **One Foot Spins," commencing 
on either edge forward or backward, on the 
flat, stooping so low that the balance leg is 
horizontal with the ice. The "Corkscrew," 
bringing the balance leg while in this position 
under the leg which is now bent to its utmost. 
Then we have the **One Foot Spin," in which 
the balance leg is brought up above the knee 
of the other, while the skate of the balance 
foot is held in the hand, the skater meanwhile 
buzzing round like a " Christmas top " ! 
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Then again we have the Letter " K " spin. 
This is performed by starting backward on 
the right foot, and bringing the knee of the 
left leg to the hollow of the right, spinning 
in this attitude. 

There are also '* Double Spins," or "Two 
Foot Spins." 

These may be started either to the right 
or left. 

** Crossfoot Spins" are very difficult, but 
they are singularly effective. 

Spinning backward on the left foot, cross 
the right foot forward. This is one of the 
most astounding of these feats. 

Similarly the "Crossfoot Spin," in which 
the skater revolves like lightning backward, 
whilst the heels are almost pointing in opposite 
directions, and the toes touching. 

Lastly we have the 

"Toronto Spin." 

The skater starts with a sharp outside edge 
spin on one foot, and, whilst revolving at good 
speed, the toe of the balance leg is gradually 
lowered, with the point of the skate resting 
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upon the boot of the other foot. For example, 
if spinning upon the left foot, the point of the 
right skate would rest upon the left boot. 



"The Vague." 

This movement may be skated either singly 
or in combination, and, if successfully, with 
much dclat. It is started by executing a long 
curve on the right foot outside edge forward, 
and while in this position crossing the left 
foot over and in front of the right, and im- 
mediately swinging the body round on the 
outside edge to the left. Then, while both 
feet remain on the ice, complete the turn, as 
seen in the simple ** Grape Vine." Next draw 
the left foot up from behind the right, and sail 
in on the inside edge of the right foot. This 
enables the skater to begin the movement on 
the left foot, just as it was begun on the right. 
(Fig. 28.) 
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"Pig's Ears." 

The name of this change of edge is certainly 
not beautiful, neither is the figure ; but there is 
a certain satisfaction for a skater to be capable 
of executing the movement, seeing that it is 
fashionable ! 

Start on the outside edge with the right foot 
forward, and, after completing a good-sized 
circle (radius about four feet), wind inwards 
spirally. Then suddenly change to inside 
edge forward, and again change to the out- 
side edge forward, as shown in diagram. This 
figure may be skated on either edge, forward 
or backward. (Fig. 29.) 



"Grape Vines." 

These charming figures originated in Canada. 
When done to perfection, they are most beau- 
tiful to behold. To watch two cunning feet 
executing them — winding and turning in and 
out in all directions, leaving upon the ice the 
most beautiful designs, loops, crosscuts, points 



Digitized by 



Google 



76 FIGURE AND FANCY SKATING 

of all sizes and descriptions, all being done 
with the greatest uniformity — is a skating 
delight. Add to this, too, that the skater at 
will moves in any and every direction along 
or across the ice, wherever he chooses, and 
the result is simply charming. The simplest 
of these "vines," and probably the best known, 
is the '* Single Grape Vine." 
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"Single Grape Vine." 

Place the feet about eight inches apart, the 
toes slightly turned in. Slide the right foot 
about three inches in advance of the left, turn 
from forward to backward, but instead of turn- 
ing in the direction your body would naturally 
turn, namely, from right to left, turn in the 
opposite direction, from left to right, and 
instead o{^ allowing the right foot to lead, as 
it naturally^ would, make the left foot lead. 
Cross it aboutNthree inches in advance of the 
right, allowing the two feet always to remain 
on the ice. Turn fi^om backward to forward, 
left to right, now making the right foot lead 
again, continuing the *'vine" thus: (Fig. 30, 
Plate VIII.) 

"The Scissors." 

Stand with heels together and toes turned 
out. Start by leading with the right foot 
backward, just as in the single grape vine. 
When the first turn, or the two cusps, of the 
** Single Grape Vine" have been completed. 
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cross the left foot forward behind the right, 
bringing it out in such a position that the toe 
is pointing to the left side whilst the toe of 
the right foot points to the right, and both 
heels are then close together, the same as at 
starting. Return precisely over the same lines 
again backward, but this time beginning by 
leading with the left foot. (Fig. 31, Plate VIII.) 



"Double Grape Vine," 

Start by leading with the right foot, as in 
the single grape vine, but instead of going 
only half-way around, make the complete 
revolution by turning to the right. Then start 
again by leading with the left, making now a 
complete revolution by turning to the left 
Continuing again with the right, and repeat- 
ing alternately, we have the " Double Grape 
Vine," as shown in the diagram. (Fig. 32, 
Plate VIII.) 
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"Pennsylvania Grape Vine." 

Start with the toes turned in, and the right 
foot leading. Cross the line with the left foot 
that was made by the right, allowing the left 
foot to run well in behind and on the off side 
of the right. The feet now being, as it were, 
locked together whilst in this position, twist 
the body round to such an extent that the left 
foot will be the leading foot. Cross the line 
with the right foot that was made by the left, 
allowing the right foot to run well in behind 
and on the off side of the left. The feet now 
being again in the same locked position, twist 
the body round again in the opposite direction 
to such an extent that the right foot will again 
lead as at the start. Continue this movement 
with alternate feet, and you have the ** Penn- 
sylvania Vine." (Fig. 23y Plate IX.) 

"Philadelphia Grape Vine." 

Stand with the heels almost together and 
toes turned. in opposite directions. Start by 
leading backward with the right foot, drawing 
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the left foot In, so that it almost lies alongside 
the right. Flap the left foot quickly to the left 
side, following now with the right foot forward, 
and then draw the right foot so that it almost 
lies alongside the left. Flap the right foot 
quickly to the right side, following now with 
the left foot leading forward. Change again 
and lead backward with the right foot, as at 
the start. 

Continue this movement with alternate feet, 
and you produce the "Philadelphia Grape 
Vine." (Fig. 34, Plate IX.) 



*' Spread Eagle Grape Vine." 

Start with the heels together and the toes 
turned in opposite directions, as fn the ordinary 
** Spread Eagle'' movement. Slide along in 
this position for about two yards, then sud- 
denly draw the heel of the right foot out in 
the direction of the right, and make with it a 
short outside edge curve. Whilst the right re- 
mains so for the moment, the left is drawn past 
it backward on the left side, but immediately 
upon its passing the right, the left changes 
from backward to forward, and forward to 
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backward, whilst the right makes but one turn 
forward. This is done in order that it may- 
lead again in "Spread Eagle" position, the 
right being continually the leading foot. To 
be an effective figure this "Vine" must be 
done very smartly. (Fig. 35, Plate IX.) 
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"Grape Vine Victoria." 

Start by leading with the right foot forward, 
the toe of the left foot almost touching the 
heel of the right. After going the distance of 
about two feet, suddenly change to the outside 
edge backward with the right, the toe of the 
right foot now almost touching the heel of the 
left; while the skater continually leads with the 
right foot. Complete a small loop with feet in 
this position. Changing suddenly again from 
backward to forward, with the right still 
leading, and the left following, execute a 
loop forward. Change again to the backward 
edge, execute another loop backward and con- 
tinue. (Fig. 36, Plate X.) 

" Grasshopper." 

Start straight ahead on the plain forward 
movement, and while under good speed bend 
the knee of the left leg so low that the skater 
almost appears to be sitting on the ice, taking 
hold of the right skate with the right hand, 
stretch the leg straight out horizontally to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



88 FIGURE AND FANCY SKATING 

ice, going in the direction in which you started 
straight ahead. This movement may also be 
skated by skating backward, also by bending 
the knee of the balance foot {i.e. the foot that 
was at first horizontal to the ice), to such a 
position that the skater appears to be sitting 
on both legs, but at the same time going along 
the ice at good speed. 

Then we have what is termed the " Wheel- 
barrow." 

While one skater is executing the "Grass- 
hopper'* with the right foot horizontal with the 
ice, his hands are swung up and behind him, 
while another skater takes hold of his hands, 
and pushes the one who is now down along 
the ice, the figure resembling a wheelbarrow. 

The ** Grasshopper" trick is known by 
various names, the "Grid-iron," also the 
"Flat-iron," and "Bowsprit." 



"Crosscuts or Anvils." 

Formerly the " Crosscut " was known as the 
" Anvil," owing to the resemblance to a black- 
smith's anvil. It is supposed to have originated 
in Canada about the year 1870. 
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These figures, in which there is no change 
of edge whatever, are remarkable for their 
difficulty. Few skaters excel in the "Cross- 
cuts." 

To execute the Crosscut the skater starts 
on an outside edge with a curve, say, of the 
right foot. The curve, if completed, has a 
radius of about two feet. When the skater 
has completed the semi-circle, and would 
naturally make the complete revolution, the 
right foot is drawn very sharply backwards in 
a perfectly straight line of about four inches, 
the skater then continuing forward on the out- 
side edge, and crossing the former lines in two 
places, as shown in the diagram. The balance 
foot swings backward with much force as the 
skater draws backward, and forward as the 
skater draws forward. (Fig. Tf'j, Plate X.) 



" Double-headed Crosscut." 

Execute this figure in the same way as the 
ordinary "Crosscut," but closing the bottom 
part, with a forward straight stroke." (Fig. 38, 
Plate X.) 
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"The Demon Eight." 

This figure " Eight *' is undoubtedly the most 
difficult to accomplish of all the " Eights," 
and to the spectator appears comparatively 
simple. 

Start as if to execute an ordinary ** Back- 
ward Cross Roll Eight/' by making a backward 
circle, say, on the right foot first. Continuing 
the figure, the skater would naturally cross the 
left foot behind the right, and execute the other 
circle on the outside edge backward of the 
left, thus forming the " Eight.'* In executing 
the "Demon Eight" the skater executes the 
backward circle on the right, but instead of 
crossing now the left foot behind the right, it 
is crossed zn front, at the same time being 
placed on the backward outside edge, the 
same as if it had been put in that position by 
crossing it behind. 

Unless the reader has had a long acquaintance 
with the ice, he had better not waste time 
endeavouring to accomplish this movement, 
seeing that it may take him more years than 
he would care to spend to learn it ! 
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" Counter Rocker Apple Crosscut." 

(Lord Archibald Campbell's.) 

Start on outside edge with the right foot in 
front, describing a semicircle. Change to out- 
side edge backward, describing on the backward 
edge outside a complete circle, with the excep- 
tion of about four inches. Change again to 
outside edge forward, crossing the stroke of 
the outside edge forward, which was taken at 
starting. (Fig. 39, Plate X.) 
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"Ox Horns." 

Start as if to execute the ** Crosscut " (Fig. 
38, Plate X.), but, instead of crossing the out- 
side edge line at the top', simply change the 
edge from outside forward to inside backward, 
outside backward to inside backward, and 
finally to outside forward, finishing the figure. 
(Fig. 40, Plate XI.) 

Crosscuts—" Swedish." 

These "Crosscuts," although quite as diffi- 
cult as the Canadian to perform, are, I must 
admit, not so pretty. 

The difference between this and the "Cana- 
dian Crosscut" is, that in executing the latter 
the skater makes a complete revolution, whereas 
in the " Swedish " movement the skater con- 
tinually moves in the direction in which the 
figure was started, the former line being 
crossed but once, whereas in the '* Canadian" 
it is shown that it is crossed twice. (Fig. 41, 
Plate XL) 
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"Crosscut Swedish Double;" or, 
"Reverse Canadian Crosscut." 

Start as if about to execute the ordinary 
*' Canadian Crosscut," but instead of crossing 
the lines on the inside of the straight line, 
cross them on the outside. (Fig. 42, Plate XI.) 
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"Rolls and Cross Rolls." 

Movements on both feet^ using each foot alterfiateiy. 
Showing various combinations. 

All of these movements can' be started either 
on outside edge forward, outside edge back- 
ward, inside edge forward, or inside edge 
backward, either crossing, as in the ordinary 
** Cross Roll Forward," or by skating without 
crossing the feet, as in the ordinary outside 
edge forward. The diagrams belonging to 
this section are contained in Plates XII. and 
XIII. Plate XII. represents four pairs of 
these movements, but though here repre- 
sented separately, each pair would, in practice, 
form one continuous movement on alternate 
feet. 
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"Figures of Eight." 

These figures are executed on both feet, in 
the same way as the '* Rolls and Cross Rolls." 
Each foot is used alternately, and the figures 
may likewise be executed on all of the edges, 
forward or backward. The diagrams* belong- 
ing to this section are contained in Plates 
XIV., XV., XVI., XVII., XVIII., XIX., 
and XX. 
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FANCY FIGURES 

The movements illustrated in the following 
plates need no further explanation than that 
which appears upon the diagrams themselves. 
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COMBINED SKATING 

"Combined," or '* Hand- in -hand" skating, 
consists in the execution of single movements 
by two or more persons. It is certainly the 
most fascinating of all styles, though in ac- 
quiring proficiency much time and practice are 
required. Still the result, when it is attained, 
well repays the labour. "Combined Skating," 
it may be remarked, is at the present increas- 
ing in popularity. Nearly all the movements 
that can be performed singly can also be 
performed in combination, though of this fact 
comparatively few skaters seem to be aware. 
Hence it is that the more difficult figures are 
seldom attempted in combination. The 
popular and generally accepted method of 
** Combined Skating" is to execute "Rocking 
Turns," "Brackets," and a small selection of 
" Figures of Three," and of '' Eight." 
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"Waltzes" and "Quadrilles," though com- 
monly to be met with in Canada, where they 
are performed accompanied by music, and in 
time therewith, are but seldom seen in England. 
But to perform dances on skates requires 
considerable familiarity with all the various 
simple movements, and if, in addition to this, 
a power to skate both simple and elaborate 
''Crosscuts" be added, much greater beauty 
is obtained for the performance. Difficult, far 
more difficult, such additions undoubtedly 
render the figures of the *' Quadrille," but the 
result is more than commensurate with the 
time and labour expended. 
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"Combined Cross Roll (with circle)." 

Joining hands, one skater starts backward 
on the ordinary ** Cross Roll," while the 
partner goes forward. On the third stroke 
the one going backwards makes a complete 
circle backwards, and the one going forward 
makes a complete circle forwards. Thus they 
execute a perfect circle on every third stroke, 
first on the right foot, then on the left. 

"Combined Figure Eight." 

Joining right hands only, two skaters stand 
with right sides facing each other in position 
for executing the " Eight." Each starts off 
until a perfect circle is completed, when the 
right hands become disengaged. Each skater 
then makes a circle on the left foot. The 
marks left upon the ice do not constitute a 
perfect eight, as there are three circles instead 
of two, the centre one enabling the skaters 
to join hands. The genuine *' Eight" may be 
skated by two persons without joining hands, 
who simply pass and repass each other in the 
centre, when the feet cross. 
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"Combined Mercury." 

The ** Mercury " is probably better known to 
skaters in general than any double movement 
we have, excluding the '* Figure Eight." Two 
first-class skaters can make this movement, to 
the eye of the spectator, look both dashing 
and effective. Two persons join hands, one 
starting backward, the other forward. The 
one going forward starts on the cross roll 
forward left foot, the partner starting ^on the 
cross roll backward right foot. The one going 
forward crosses the right foot over the left, 
describing a curve on the outside edge of the 
right, the partner doing the same backward on 
the left foot. At the end of each curve both 
turn, as in the ordinary ** Ransom" step, the 
one going forward changes to backward, and 
the partner going backward changes to forward. 

"Combined Grape Viae." 

Two persons, facing each other, join both 
hands. One skater starts the '* Grape Vine," 
leading with the left foot forward. The partner 
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starts with the right forward ; thus both skaters 
are continually compelled to move sideways 
along the ice. When executed in goqd form 
this is certainly a very odd movement. 



"Combined Scissors." 

Two persons stand facing each other, heels 
together, and toes turned out. While in this 
position the palms of the hands are held up, 
the palms of one skater touching the palms of 
his partner. A push is given, and while one 
is executing the " Scissors " in one direction 
and returning, the partner does likewise in the 
opposite direction. They meet at the starting- 
point to push again. 



" Combined Locomotive Step." 

Two persons join hands, one doing the 
backward locomotive step, while the partner 
does the forward. A great clattering of feet 
may be heard when this is skated in a lively 
manner, but it requires two experts to keep 
in perfect time. 
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"Combined Rail Fence." 

Two persons join hands, facing each other 
as in the "Grape Vine," but instead of executing 
the "Vine," the "Rail Fence" movement is 
skated. Both skaters move along the ice in 
a side direction, one leading with the left foot 
while the partner leads with the right. 



Combined Skating "Sea Breeze." 

This delightful movement is accomplished 
by two persons starting, forward on the outside 
edge, both hands being crossed in front. Both 
begin for example on the left foot forward, and 
execute the simple plain outside edge move- 
ment first One stroke is taken with the left, 
the second stroke with the right. Instead of 
both skaters executing a third stroke, it is done 
by the one on the left side only (a gentleman, 
for instance, skating with a lady); he holds the 
stroke sufficiently long to allow her to execute 
one complete turn of the ** Ransom," she passes 
in front of him as the turn is being made, the 
last stroke of her " Ransom " finishing on the 
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left foot. She joins him again on the left. 
She is now on his left side, and the movement 
is repeated by starting on the right foot, after 
the two intermediate strokes have been taken 
as formerly. The lady now executes the 
" Ransom " from the right foot, and arrives 
again on the right of her partner, while he 
continues with a long stroke on the right. 



"The Sea GulL" 

Two persons join and cross hands in front 
(lady and gentleman, for instance). Both 
start on the right foot forward outside edge, 
changing to left foot forward outside edge, and 
as the right stroke is again skated the edge is 
held by both, until a complete revolution has 
been made, at the same time the gentleman 
raising the lady's hands, passing first the right, 
and then the left, gently over her head. The 
movement is now repeated by both starting on 
the left foot, but instead of the hands being 
passed over the head of the lady, they are 
now brought up and over the head of the 
gentleman, continuing again on the right 
foot, as at starting. This figure certainly is 
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a "beau ideal" of hand-in-hand skating, 
and since its recent introduction has become 
a great favourite. 

"One Foot Eight." 

This movement, although known as an 
"Eight," has three circles. 

Two skaters stand facing each other, joining 
right hands only, and start each on the right 
foot outside edge. When a complete circle 
has been done, both change to inside edge, 
doing a circle now on the inside. Changing 
again to the outside edge, both are in correct 
position, as at the start. This movement is 
quite uncommon, and always more or less 
astonishes spectators. 



"Combined Pirouette." 

Two people join right hands, facing each 
other, and start on the plain inside edge, 
pirouetting with the left foot forward, the 
points of the right skates being the pivots. 
These are placed almost touching, but suffi- 
ciently apart to allow the left feet of both 
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skaters to complete a circle of about three 
feet in circumference. When several revolu- 
tions 'have, been made the left points are then 
used for the pivots, while the right hands 
become disengaged, the left join, and the toe- 
circling is now done with the right feet forward 
inside edge. 
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CONTINUOUS SKATING 

The skater moves entirely upon one foot, 
never allowing the balance foot to touch the 
ice. This style of skating is certainly the 
most difficult, and demands much skill and 
activity in order to accomplish movements with 
keenness and grace. 
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RULES 

I. — That the number of Members be limited 
to 150 gentlemen and 25 ladies, exclusive of 
Life Members and Honorary Members. 

II. — That a General Meeting of the whole 
Club be held annually on the first Wednesday 
in December. 

III. — That at the Annual General Meeting 
a President, a Vice-President, and a Secre- 
tary and Treasurer be elected, who shall (ex- 
officio) be Members of the Committee. 

IV. — That a Committee, not exceeding 
twenty, including ex-officio Members (five 
to be a quorum), shall be elected from the 
Members, for managing the affairs of the 
Club, and that no vacancy in the Committe 
be perrrtanently filled up except at an Annual 
General Meeting ; the Committee, however, 
being at liberty to fill up any such vacancy 
at any time, subject to confirmation at the 
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next Annual General Meeting. Four Mem- 
bers of the Committee • shall retire in each 
year, according to seniority, the retiring 
Members to be eligible for re-election. In 
the case of two or more Members being 
equal in seniority, the Member or Members 
to retire shall be determined by the Com- 
mittee. 

V. — That at the Annual General Meeting 
two Members of the Club shall be appointed 
Auditors, to audit the Treasurers accounts 
for the ensuing year ; such accounts to be 
audited previously to the next Annual General 
Meeting. 

VI. — That the Committee shall meet for 
the transaction of business on the first Wed- 
nesday in December, and on such other days 
as the Committee shall appoint. 

VII. — That power be vested in the Com- 
mittee to amend or add to the existing Rules, 
such amendments or additions to be in full 
force (unless abrogated at a Special General 
Meeting) until the next Annual General Meet- 
ing, to which they shall be submitted for 
confirmation ; and that the Committee shall 
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be bound to call a Special General Meeting 
to consider such amendments and additions 
upon a requisition to this effect being signed 
by 12 Members of the Club, and addressed 
to the Honorary Secretary, such Special 
General Meeting to be convened within six 
days of the date of such requisition. 

VI 1 1. — That every lady or gentleman de- 
sirous of becoming;^ a Member shall be pro- 
posed in writing by one Member and seconded 
in writing by another, to both of whom such 
Candidate must be personally known, and who 
shall be or shall have been subscribing Mem- 
bers. The name and address of such Candi- 
date, together with the names of the proposer 
and seconder, shall then be communicated to 
the Secretary, who shall notify them to each 
Member of the Committee ; and (provided* 
the proposer and seconder be not in arrear 
of their subscriptions) such Candidate shall 
then be balloted for as a vacancy may occur, 
and according to priority of nomination, at any 
Meeting of the Committee which may take 
place not less than thirty days after such noti- 
fication, and one black ball in five shall exclude ; 
* This provision is strictly enforced. 
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but Candidates having been invited to skate 
their test, and not doing so within seven days 
from the date of such invitation^ may be post- 
poned in favour of those Candidates who, 
having been similarly invited, have skated 
their test. 

The Committee shall not proceed to the 
election of any Candidate if, for any reason, 
his or her proposer or seconder shall have 
ceased to be a Member of the Skating Club, 
until a fresh proposer or seconder has been 
substituted; but any such Candidate may 
keep the original order ^of nomination in the 
list of Candidates. 

IX. — That no gentleman shall be eligible 
as a Member unless he is able to skate the 
'' Forward Cross Roll," the ** Backward Cross 
Roll," and a large ** Three" on each foot, to 
the satisfaction of the Committee. 

X. — That any Member of the Toxophilite 
Society who can pass the test, and is desirous 
of becoming a Member of the Skating Club, 
be eligible for election as an ** Extra Member"* 

* Extra Members are full Members, having a right to attend 
General Meetings, &c. See Minute 23rd February, 1871. 
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and, if elected, be not liable to the Entrance 
Fee, such Membership to continue so long 
as the Club*s Rink is in the Toxophilite 
Grounds, or so long as such Member remains 
a Member of the Toxophilite Society. 

XL — That any Candidate coming forward 
in his turn for election and failing to pass the 
test, be removed to the bottom of the list of 
Candidates, unless he retire altogether as a 
Candidate. 

XII. — That no lady be eligible as a Member 
unless she be the wife, daughter, or sister of a 
Member, who shall be, or shall have been, a 
subscribing Member, nor unless she be. able to 
skate freely forward in such manner as to 
satisfy any two Members of the Committee. 

XIII. — That the Annual Subscriptions be 
Two Guineas for gentlemen, and One Guinea 
for ladies, to be due and payable on the first 
day of October. That every Member pay, on 
election, an Entrance Fee of Three Guineas, 
and the Subscription for the current year to be 
the interval between the first day of October 
and the last day of September following, 
both inclusive; but no Member elected after 

K 
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February shall be liable to pay a Subscription 
for the following year. 

XIV. — That any member who is absent 
from Great Britain during the entire skating 
season in any such current year be exempted 
from the payment of the Subscription for that 
year ; and that the Committee shall have the 
power of electing an additional Member in 
the place of the absentee if they think proper, 
such new Member to be considered as a Super- 
numerary Member until the number be again 
reduced to the limit prescribed by Rule I. 

XV. — That every Member be considered 
liable for the Annual Subscription until such 
Member send in a resignation in writing to the 
Secretary. 

XVI. — That Members of 30 years' standing, 
who shall have actually paid the Annual 
Subscription during at least 20 years, shall 
become Life Members, such Life Members to 
be free from further subscriptions, and, as 
regards gentlemen, to continue eligible to any 
office in the Club. 

XVII. — That power be vested in the Com- 
mittee, in special cases, to elect Honorary 
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Members, such Honorary Members not to 
attend General Meetings, or to be eligible to 
any office in the Club. 

XVIII. — That no Member shall use the 
Skating Rink in the Toxophilite Grounds, if 
and while such Member s Subscription for the 
current or any preceding year be unpaid, for 
the space of seven days or upwards after the 
same shall have become due. 

XIX. — That any Member shall be fined 
I OS. for every day he contravenes Rule XVIII. 

XX. — That power be vested in the Com- 
mittee to erase from the list of Members of 
the Skating Club the names of those Members 
whose Subscriptions shall have been two years 
or more in arrear ; but the Committee may at 
their discretion, under special circumstances, 
reinstate such Members upon payment of all 
arrears due from them, and this power may be 
exercised irrespective of the number of the 
Club for the time being, such reinstated 
Members to be considered as Supernumerary 
Members only until Ae number be again 
reduced to the limit prescribed by Rule I. 
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XXI. — That Members who shall have 
withdrawn their names from and shall be 
desirous of returning to the Club shall, if 
re-elected, be again liable to the Entrance Fee. 

XXII. — That a list of the names of 
Members who have not paid their subscriptions 
be suspended in the Pavilion during the 
skating season, with the amount of their 
respective arrears, 

XXIII.— That Members of the Club be 
distinguished by wearing a small model of a 
Skate, executed in silver, with which Members 
shall provide themselves at ** Messrs. Hill 
and Son, Cutlers, 4, Hay market " ; and that 
any Member appearing on the ice without it 
shall be fined 2s. 6d. 

XXIV. — That any Member going upon the 
Rink otherwise than upon skates shall be fined 
2s. 6d. 

XXV. — That none but Members and 
strangers invited by the Committee be 
admitted to the Pavilion or on the Rink in 
the Toxophilite Grounds, but this rule is not to 
prevent Members of the Toxophilite Society, 
entitled to use the Rink, from skating thereon. 
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CERCLE DES PATINEURS 

Ancienne Sociiti autorisie par arrHi 
du Prtfet de la Seim^ en date du ii juillet 1865* 

Aeml)te0 fondateuts: 

MM. Le Marquis de Mornay. 
S. A. R. LE Prince Murat. 
Le Prince d'H^nin. 
Le Marquis de Castelbajac 
Le Comte de Saint-Priest. 
Le Vicomte O. Aguado. 
H.-A. Blount, 
H. Cartier. 
Heeren. 
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NouvelU SociHk constituk U t^ aoi^t 1872^ par ode passe 
devant M' du Boys^ notaire h Paris, 

Elle a ktk modifiee et prorogue par un autre acte^ en date 
du JO mat 188^^ rqu par M' Olagnier^ successeur du dit 
M' du Boys, notaire a Paris^ boulevard des Italiens, 27, 

Soct^taite0 fondateuta: 

MM. S. A. R. LE Prince Murat. 
Le Due DE La Force. 
Le Marquis du Lau d'Allemans. 
Le Marquis de Castelbajac. 
Le Comte de Saint-Priest. 
Le Comte de Poix. 
Le Baron de Soubeyran. 
H. Blount. 
F. Hottinguer. 
R. Hennessy. 

|>t^0idcht du Cetcle : 
S. A. R. Le Prince Murat. 

Souss'Comitc D^a^mtniatratton : 

MM. Le Due de La Force. 

Le Marquis du Lau d'Allemans. 
Le Comte de Poix. 
F. Hottinguer. 
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/fccmbres Souscriptcurs 
S. M. LE Roi DE Portugal. 

S. A. R. LE COMTE DE PaRIS. 

S. A. R. LE Due DE Chartres. 
S. A. R. LE Prince de Galles. 
S. A. I. LE Grand-Duc Wladimir. 
S. A. I. LE Grand-Duc Pierre. 

S. A. R. LE COMTE DE FlANDRE. 

S. A. R. LE Prince Antoine d'Orl^ans. 

S. A. R, LE COMTE DE CaSERTE. 

S. A. R. LE Comte DE Bardl 

S. A. R. LE Comte de Bari. 

S. A. I. LE Due DE Leuchtenberg. 

S. A. R. LE Prince Murat. 

S. A. R. LE Prince Joachim Murat. 

S. A. LE Prince Louis Murat. 

S. *A. LE Prince Achille Murat. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



ROAD SKATING 

A REVOLUTION IN LOCOMOTION 

One of the most striking characteristics of the 
present age, is the intense desire to facilitate 
travelling. This desire is exhibited as well by 
the valetudinarian in search of health, the idler 
in search of pleasure, or the man of business 
who wishes to get over the ground as quickly 
as possible. It is due to this, as much as to 
anything else, that all popular prejudices 
against what used to be called the " velocipede," 
seem to have disappeared. The utmost 
ingenuity of invention has been brought to 
bear upon its development, and now we find 
it highly popular with all classes, and both 
men and women use it as a means of 
combining business with pleasure. 

But there are some objections to the cycle 
which nothing can get over. The stinted 
notions of our modern jerry builders, as to 
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the space required for what they are pleased 
to call "side entrances/' has rendered it difficult 
to get a good sized machine into your back 
garden. Some of the cycles now constructed 
are very compact marvels of ingenuity in many 
respects, still it is a trial to mechanical dexterity 
to construct a cycle that is sufficiently strong 
and durable to be a " weight carrier," but with 
the proviso that it shall go through very small 
space, and likewise take up but little room. 

A novel method of overcoming this difficulty 
has been introduced. It is the "pneumatic 
road skate." Those who have watched the 
ever increasing facilities for locomotion, will be 
aware of the extent to which the introduction 
of the pneumatic principle has revolutionised 
cycling, and now it bids fair to perform a 
similar operation for roller skates. 

These light and elegant pedal appendages 
are equally serviceable for the road, the rink, 
the cinder-path, pavements of wood or asphalte, 
or garden walks. On them you may take 
healthy exercise along the turnpike-road, and 
visit your friends ; or you may work out your 
figure sketches and display the most graceful 
evolution at the rink. They are equally 
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available for ladies, gentlemen, or children ; and 
not the least attractive feature to many people 
is the fact that they are literally noiseless — 
a great relief jto the nervous system. 

From the nature of things, the initial stages 
are attended with some little difficulty ; and 
the time will vary, according to the tempera- 
ment, opportunities, and thoughtfulness of the 
learner, which is necessary to make the exercise 
pleasurable, as it must become to every man, 
woman, or child, the moment they begin to 
"feer* their feet. 

This invention will enable the convalescent 
to take his daily constitutional whenever oppor- 
tunity is afforded. He will be able to get over 
ten times as much ground as he would be able 
to accomplish by walking, even when in good 
health, not to speak of the personal discomfort 
and fatigue of walking when carried beyond a 
certain point. 

Another point is that when coming to a piece 
of road utterly impracticable, it is easy to take 
your skates off and carry them. 

I must, however, be cautious not to exag- 
gerate the V difficulties of the initial stages. 
Begin carefully with short exercises, by which 
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you will not only acquire confidence and 
dexterity, but gradually accustom the muscles 
to the new form of exercise ; and in this as 
in everything else, facility is only acquired by 
careful practice. In spite of all precautions, 
the daring youngster will, before he acquires 
sufficient dexterity to make the exercise what 
he calls *' jolly," find himself once or twice 
involuntarily in a horizontal position. For 
youngsters or adults who recklessly disregard 
instructions, a bruise or two will serve the 
practical purpose of what the artificial memory 
people call "prompters.*' Those who have 
enjoyed, as I have, the pleasures of road 
skating, will appreciate the delight of gliding 
over fifteen or twenty miles, while the plea- 
sure of walking would have begun to diminish 
at, say, the fifth or sixth mile. In climbing 
ordinary hills, a moderate skater, on these 
pneumatic rollers, would be able to hold his 
own against the cyclist without any difficulty. 
We all know the very high hopes that have 
been entertained as to the application of 
cycles to military purposes, and some capital 
practical hints on this point are to be found in 
an article by Colonel Fox, Inspector of 
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Gymnasia, in a recent number of the United 
Service Magazine. Colonel Fox says it is 
very natural that those who are interested in 
military matters, without clearly understanding 
them, should think it strange that our military 
authorities should not be content with the aid 
which is given by the railways for facilitating 
the movement of troops. He points out clearly 
that in order to make the best use of railways, 
it is necessary not only to have command of 
the line, but also of the rolling stock upon it, 
and that when advancing into an enemy s 
country, a body of troops that can move very 
rapidly independent of railways, has (in addition 
to the advantages which such facilities naturally 
give them) the additional one of being able to 
seize the permanent means of locomotion, 
which will hasten the advance of other troops. 
As a practical illustration of this. Colonel 
Fox states that after the Battle of Tel-el- Kebir, 
the infantry which first occupied Cairo were 
moved there by railway, and arrived in Cairo 
forty-eight hours after the battle. This would 
have been impossible without the railway, and 
the railway itself could not have been used had 
not the cavalry and mounted infantry pushed 
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on by road, and already occupied Cairo and 
other points along the line. The entraining 
and detraining of large numbers of men, 
horses, guns, and stores, takes so long, that 
for short distances it is actually quicker to 
march by road than to move by railway. 

There is another reason why in modern 
warfare the rapid movement of infantry has 
become a pressing necessity. A general must 
not only have the earliest procurable informa- 
tion as to what the enemy is doing; but he 
must, if possible, prevent the enemy from 
knowing what he is doing. Cavalry require 
the support of well-armed infantry, and the 
cavalry lose much of their ilan if they have 
to dismount, in order to deal effectively with 
the enemy's infantry. The commanding 
officer of infantry battalions naturally objects 
to having so many picked men withdrawn 
from their regiments, to be trained to fight 
either on horseback or on foot, instead of 
being retained in their original positions, as a 
nucleus round which the younger soldiers may 
gather. 

The Colonel points out the incalculable 
value of a horse that would require no forage 
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to be carried for him, no stabling, and very- 
little grooming, and that could move along a 
road more rapidly than Eclipse could have 
done. • He says that such would be an animal 
of incalculable value, and one for which 
Napoleon or Wellington would have offered 
a fabulous reward. . It was thought that the 
cycle might supply this want ; but like the 
ponies of the mounted infantry, it has to be 
left behind before actual fighting begins. And 
it is impossible to be sure that the fortunes 
of war will permit the men to return to the 
point where they leave their machines. In 
this respect no form of cycle yet invented has 
been a complete success ; but the pneumatic 
skate will enable the infantry to move over 
any ordinary roads or hills at three times the 
pace that they could march over them. They 
could go eight miles an hour for five hours a 
day and in a forced march they could do fifty 
miles a day, and they would not have to be 
left behind like cycles or ponies. In further 
evidence of the utility of this valuable invention 
I quote Colonel Foxs own words: **From what 
I have seen of the Rubber Skates for common 
roads, I think that we have here the best 
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solution that has yet bejen found for the rapid 
movement of Infantry." A Brigade of Infantry, 
mounted on these skates, could go down from 
London to Brighton in about six hours; with 
no more fatigue than would be encountered in 
an ordinary day's march of twelve miles. 
And, as with the cycle, the incidents of 
practice will gradually lead to many structural 
and other improvements, to increase the 
facilities of the skates. 
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Nori-laceable Skating Boots. 
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THE PNEUMATIC SKATE COMPANY, 

COPTHALL HOUSE, CX)PTHALL AVENUE, E.O. 
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ANKLE SUPPORT AS IN USE. 
^TH these Skates a speed of from 10 to 16 MILES an hoar is 
easily attained on an ordinary Conntry Road, and they can also 
be used on a rough road, and up and down hill with perfect safety. 
The extraordinary interest taken by the public in them is unprece- 
dented, orders pouring in from all parts of the World. Samples 
have been ordered by the Governments of France, Russia, Italy, 
Sweden, Japan, &c., who are much impressed with the future of 
this clever invention for Military purposes. 

COLONEL FOX, H.M. Inspector of Gymnasia, in an article headed "A 
CominsT Revolntion in Military Locomotion," in the United Service 
Magazine of January, 1895, says : 
" But, from what I have seen of the Rubber Skate for common roads, I think that 

we have here the best solution that has yet been found for the rapid movement of 

Infantry." 
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SUPPORT DOWN-FOR CARRYING. 



THE FNEUMATK] ROAD SKATE CO., Limited, 

Copthall House, Copthall /yvenue, LONDON, E.C. 
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CODNER & COOMBS, 

44, HAYMARKET, S.W., 



AND 



92, LONDON WALL, E.G. 



SFEOT A TiITTT I3Sr 

HIGH^CL&SS SKATING BOOTS, 



Aafters lys Bppointment of 

GEO. A. MEAGHER, 

REGISTERED PATTERN, 

NON-IAGEABLE SEATINfi-BOOTS 
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Messrs. WIQAN & CO., 

AT '* NIAGARA HALL/^ 

And 7, Belgraue Mansions, Grosvenor Gardens, 

XiOiTiDonsr, s.'^Tsr., 

Beg to announce to their ciistomers and the public 

generally that they are authorised to manufacture 

and sell 

NON-UGEABLE SKATINK-BOOTS 

(REGISTERED). 

All orders for same, whether personal or by post, ^gvlll 
receive prompt and careful attention. 



A COMPLETE STOCK OF 

"WOBLD'S CHAMPION" SKATES 

Nickelled and Enamelled, may always be seen 
on the premises. 



N.B.-SOLB AGENTS FOR 

BROUGHi^M'S "PATENT" i^LUMINIUM BOOT TREES. 
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Knightsbridge I^oller I^ink 

AND Cycling School, 

HIGH ROAD, KNIQHT8BRIDGE. 

v ■' 

TIln&er IRo^al |>atronade. 



Sole Lessee and Manager— ARTHUR ROY 

(Latt Palais dt Glact, Parit). 



Pour Yean' BrflUant SncceM of 

The N|o8t Fashionable and N|ost Select ^jxi\ in England. 



NEWLY DECORATED 

AND 

FURNISHED FOR THE PRESENT SEASON. 



Magnificent Floor of American Rocli Maple. 

THE FAMOUS 

RAYMOND BALL-BEABING EXTENSION SEATES 

CONTINUE THE LEADING SPECIALITY. 



The Choicest Wines, Spirits, Cigars, Cisrarettes, are sold at strictly 
moderate prices. 



Qrand Costume Carnivals, Hockey and Football on Skates, 

Obstacle Races, Races for Amateurs and Professionals, 

will be special features of the Season. 

The famous Vale Lane Orchestra is in attendance every Afternoon 
and Evening. 

PYCLISTS ^>^^<1^1^« KNIGHTSBRIDGE ROLLER RINK the most 
** ■ •'^■*' * ** complete and the Largest Indoor Cycling School in England. 
LESSONS given daily, from 9 to 1, by competent Instructors. The latest 
pattern of Rudge-Whitworth Machines used exclusively. 

Morning, 9 to i Cycling. 

Afternoon, 2.30 to 5.30 . . . Skating. 
Evening, 7.30 to 10.30 ... . ,, 
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Hon. Mrs. Henry Ohetwynd, and W. H. Wilkins. JOHN 

ELLICOMBE'S TEMPTATION. By the Hon. Mrs. Henry Chet- 
WYND and W. H. Wilkins (part Author of "The Green Bay Tree"). 
Crown 8vo, price ds, 

S. R. Crockett BOG-MYRTLE AND PEAT : Tales chiefly 

of Galloway, gathered from the years 1889 to 1895. By S. R. Crockett, 
Author of " The Stickit Minister," " The Raiders," etc. Second Edition, 
1 8th thousand. Large Cror»n 8vo, cloth, gilt top, 6j. 

Ohaxles T.O.James. ON TURNHAM GREEN: being The 

Adventures of a Gentleman of the Road. By Charles T. C. James, 
Author of "Miss Precocity," "Holy Wedlock," etc. Third Edition. 
Cron»n 8'wo, cloth, 6s. 

Mona Oaird. THE DAUGHTERS OF DANAUS. By Mrs. 

Mona Caird. Third Edition. Crort»n 8vo, 480 pp., cloth, 6s. 

May OrommeUn. DUST BEFORE THE WIND, ^j^ May 

Crommelin. Second Edition. Crown ivo, cloth, 6s, 

Helen P. Redden. M'CLELLAN OF M'CLELLAN. ^y 

Helen P. Redden. Cro%(m Svo, cloth, 6s. 

Charles Dixon. 1500 MILES AN HOUR. "By Charles 

Dixon. A Book of Adventure for Boys. With Illustrations by Captain 
Arthur Layard, late R.E. Crffwn S'vo, cloth, gilt edges, price 55. 

E. W. Homung. THE BOSS OF TAROOMBA. By E. W. 

Hornung, Author of "A Bride from the Bush," etc. etc. New and 
Cheaper Edition. Cloth, price 35. 6d. 

Esme Stuart. INSCRUTABLE. By Esme Stuart. Crown 

Sw, cloth, 35. 6d. 

0. Oraigie Halkett. SCANDERBEG : A Romance of Con- 
quest. By Constance Craigie Halkett. Large Crown Svo, cloth, 
price 35. 6d. 

Eden Phillpotts. A DEAL WITH THE DEVIL. By Eden 

Phillpotts, Author of "In Sugar Cane Land," etc. Crown %vo, cloth, 
25. 6d. 

Clementina Black. AN AGITATOR : The Story of a Strike 

Leader. By Clementina Black. A Novel Dealing with Social Questions. 
Crown 8 1/0, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Charlotte Rosalys Jones. THE HYPNOTIC EXPERI- 
MENT OF DR. REEVES, and other Stories. By Charlotte Rosalys 
Jones. Fcap. Svo, cloth, 2s. 

F. W. Maude. VICTIMS. By F. W. Maude. New and 

Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo, cloth, 2s. 

William Bullock-Barker. LAME DOGS : An Impressionist 

Study. By William Bullock-Barker. Small Crown 81/0, cloth, is. 6d. 
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FICTION— continued. 

*rhe 'Publishers beg to draw particular attention 
to the two following Works : 

ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF 
ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

A verbatim reprint of Stothard*s Edition of 1820, with 
reproductions of the 20 Engravings, separately printed 
upon plate paper, and inserted in the Volume. 

Demy Svo (8 J x jf inches). Re-set from new type^ 
printed upon choice paper i 384 pageSy bound in cloth extra^ 
gilt lettered. 

Price 2/- 



rHE <^RABIAN RIGHTS. 

THE THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS: 

commonly called in England^ 

The Arabian Nights' Entertainments. 

A reprint (re-set from new type) of the First Edition of 
Lane's Translation from the Arabic, with the addition of 
Aladdin and Ali Baba, taken from another source. 

Uniform with Robinson Crusoe. 512 pp.y cloth extra, 
gilt lettered. 

Price 2/- 

The Publishers beg to draw attention to the following passage 
from the Translator's Preface : 

"/ ha'pe thought it right to omit such tales, anecdotes, 
etc., as are comparatively uninteresting or on any account 
objectionable.*^ 
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FICTION— continued. 
THE MODERN LIBRARY. 

Small Crown 8^^, cloth^ gilt top^ is.; paper^ is, 6d. each. 

1. A LATTER-DAY ROMANCE. 

By Mrs. Murray Hickson. 

2. THE WORLD'S PLEASURES. 

By Clara Savile-Clarki. 

3. A NAUGHTY GIRL.* By J. Ashby Sterry. 

* This Volume is now out of print in the paper is. dd.form. It can be 
had in a O^evt and Qheaper Edition at is.; or at zs. as abo-ve. 

4. " HEAVENS ! " % Alois Vojtech Smilovsky. 

5. A CONSUL'S PASSENGER. 

By Harry Lander. 



The following surplus LIBRART NOVELS 

can now be had at 6s. the set of two or three 
Volumes : 

Oharlea T. 0. James. MISS PRECOCITY. 

In 2 Volumes. 

Perdval Pickering. A LIFE AWRY. 

In 3 Volumes. 

Mrs. O. S. Reaney. DR. GREY'S PATIENT. 

In 3 Volumes. 

Mrs. Macquoid. IN AN ORCHARD. 

In 2 Volumes. 

May Orommelin. DUST BEFORE THE WIND. 

In 2 Volumes. 
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WORKS ON NATURE. 

J. A, Owen and Trot Bonlger. THE COUNTRY MONTH 

BY MONTH. B^ J. A. Owin, & Prof. G. S. BouixaR, F.L.S., F.G.S. 
With a Cover Design by J. Lockwood Kipling. Price, paper covers, gilt 
top, is.f Clot A, silJ( sewn, inlaid parchment, 2s, 

The above consists of Twelve Monthly Parts, each complete in itself. 

One set of 12 (paper), in paper box, price 121. 

„ „ 12 (cloth), in cloth box, price 241. 

Ihe above are also bound in Four Quarterly Volumes — Spring ; Summer ; Autumn 5 
Winter — price 51. each Volume, Cloth, bevelled boards, inlaid parchment, 
gilt edges. 

Edward Step. BY VOCAL WOODS AND WATERS. 

Nature Studies, ^y Edward Step. Crown %vo, filly Illustrated, ornamental 



binding, 5*. 



POETRY. 



Lord GranviUe Gordon. THE LEGEND OF BIRSE, and 

other Poems. By Lord Granville Gordon. With a photogravure frontis- 
piece Portrait of the Author. Printed on, hand-made paper, rubricated, 
and luxuriously bound in velliim. Trice £1 is, net. 

MaxweU Gray. LAYS OF THE DRAGON SLAYER. 

% Maxwell Gray, Author of " Canterbury Chimes," " The Silence of 
Dean Maitland," etc. etc. Fcap. Svo, cloth, gilt top, 6s. 

O. H. PowelL MUSA JOCOSA. A Selection of the Best 
Comic Poems. Edited by G. H. Powell. Including Works by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Thackeray, Calverley, W. S. Gilbert, Bret Harte, 
Hans Breitman, Lewis Carroll, T. Hood, and from the InciOldsby 
Legends and the Rejected Addresses, etc. With a Critical Introductory 
Essay. Small Crff»n 8vo, cloth, is. 6d. 

B. 0. H. THE SUICIDE AT SEA, and other Poems. "By 

E. C. H. Small CrA»n 8w, cloth, price is. 6d, 
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A Catalogue of New Books robcobtai«d 

and JNew Jiditions publishea andatanmc^ 

by Bliss, oands, and r oster t<^iuh,r,, /»«- 

at 15 Craven St., Strand, ^aL°^,L"lX 

London, w.c. """"'"■ 
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ECONOMICS. 

Macleod. ECONOMICS. By Henry Dunning 

Macleod, Author of "The Theory of Credit," "The Ele- 
ments of Banking," etc. T>emy Svo. Cloth^ price I2j. dd. 

. TRAVEL AND REMINISCENCE. 

Wm. Beatty-Kingston. MEN, CITIES, & EVENTS. 

By Wm, Beatty-Kingston. Demy ivo. Price i6s. 

Martin Oobbett. THE MAN ON TH MARCH. 

By Martin Cobbett. Large Crown ivo. Price 6s. 

Mrs. Alec Tweedle. A WINTER JAUNT TO NOR- 

WAY. With Accounts (from personal acquaintance) of 
Nansen, Ibsen, Bjornson, Brandes, etc. — By Mrs. Alec 
TwEEDiE, Author of "A Girl's Ride in Iceland." Fully 
Illustrated. Second and cheaper edition. Demy %vo. 
Trice js. 6d. 

John Bickerdyke. THE BEST CRUISE ON THE 

BROADS. With useful hints on Hiring, Provisioning, 
and Manning the Yacht ; Clothing, Angling, Photography, 
etc. By John Bickerdyke. Illustrations and Maps. Crown 
%vo. Cloth extra^ price is. 6d, 
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BIOGRAPHT. 

PUBLIC MEN OF TO-DAY: An International 
Series. Edited by S. H. Jeyes. 

Volumes already Published. 
THE AMEER, ABDUR RAHMAN. 

'By Stephen Wheeler. . 
LI HUNGCHANG. 'By Prof. Robert K. Douglas. 

M. STAMBULOFF. By A. Hulme-Beaman. 

THE GERMAN EMPERQR, WILLIAM IJ. 

By Charles Lowe. 

Forthcoming Volumes. 
THE RT. HON. JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN. 

"By S. H. Jeyes. 

senQr castelar. 

By David Hannay. 

[Ready during December^ 1^95* 

THE POPE, LEO XIII. 

By Justin McCarthy. 

• [Ready during January^ 1896. 

SIGNOR CRISPI. By W. J. Stillman. 

PRESIDENT CLEVELAND. 

By James Lowry Whittle. 

THE RT. HON. CECIL RHODES. 

By Edward Dicey, C.B. 
lord CROMER. By H. D. Traill. 



With numerous Portraits^ and (Maps where necessary. 
Crown 8vo, price 3/6 each. 
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BIOGRAPHT— continued. 
Oharles I. Elton. AN ACCOUNT OF SHELLEY'S 

VISITS TO FRANCE, SWITZERLAND, AND SAVOY, in the 
Years 1 8 14 and 18 16. With extracts from "The History of a Six 
Weeks* Tour ; " and " Letters descriptive of a Sail round the Lake of 
Geneva and of the Glaciers of Chamouni," first published in the year 
1 81 7. ^y Charles J. Elton, author of "Origins of English History,'* 
" The Career of Columbus," &c. 

Containing a photogravure, two copper-plate etchings, and 14 pen and 
ink sketches. By C. R. B. Barrett. Crown 81/0, Irish linen^ gilt top^ inlaid 
parchment^ los, 6d, Also a limited Large Paper Edition of 50 copies. 
Price on application to the Booksellers. 

Prancis H. Underwood, LL.D. JAMES RUSSELL 

LOWELL : A Monograph entitled. The Poet and the Man. By the 
late Francis H. Underwood, LL.D. 

New and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svoy cloth, is. 6d. (The best Edition^ 
buckram, gilt top, price 41. 6</., can still be obtained.) 

HisroRT. 

Edgar Staaton Maclay, A.M. A HISTORY OF THE 

UNITED STATES NAVY, from 1775 to 1893. By Edgar Stanton 
Maclay, A.M. With technical revision by Lieutenant Roy C. Smith, 
U.S.N. In two volumes (over 1000 pp.) Demy 8i;o, gilt top, £1 us, 6d, 

W. Huyshe. THE LIBERATION OF BULGARIA. Notes 

of a War Correspondent. By W. Huyshe. Fully Illustrated. Demy 
SvOf 6s, 

rOPOGRAPHT. 

C. R. B. Barrett. CHARTERHOUSE. 1611-1895. In Pen 

and Ink by C. R. B. Barrett. With a preface by Peorge E. Smythe. 

Containing upwards of 40 Drawings, and a Copper-plate Etching. 
Crown 4.tOf printed on the finest art surfaced paper, and bound in Japanese 
vellum. 'Price 65. net. 

0. R. B. Barrett. SURREY : Highways, Byways, and Water- 
ways. With about 160 pen and ink, and four copper-plate etchings. 
By C. R. B. Barrett, Author of " Somersetshire : Highways, Byways^ 
and Waterways." Crown ^to, cloth extra. Price lis. net, 

C. R. B. Barrett. SOMERSETSHIRE : Highways, Byways, 

and Waterways. With 160 pen and ink, and four (or six) copper-plate 
etchings. By Charles R. B. Barrett, Author of "Essex : Highways, 
Byways, and Waterways." 
The above ivor^ is issued iff tr^o forms — 

{a) The ordinary edition in crown 4to, bound in cloth extra, with four copper- 
plate etchings, on Van Gelder Paper. Trice 2is. net. 

{b) A large paper edition, limited to 65 copies, numbered and signed by the 
author. This edition is in demy 4to, printed on the finest plate paper, and 
contains six copper-plate etchings. The work is sent in sheets, together 
with a portfolio containing a complete set of India proofs of the whole of 
the Illustrations. Price £2 is, each, post-free. 
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MISCELLANEO US. 

Geo. A. Meagher. FIGURE AND FANCY SKATING. 

Dedicated to Lady Archibald Campbell, and with Preface by the Earl 
or Derby. % George A. Meagher, the Champion Figure Skater of 
the World. Profusely Illustrated with Diagrams. Cror»n 8w, cloth, $i. 

Anonymous. THE STORY OF MY DICTATORSHIP. 

New and Cheaper Edition. Sixth thousand. Crtmm Svo, cloth, 2s. ,• ^}er, i s. 

A. W. Johnston. STRIKES, LABOUR QUESTIONS, 

AND OTHER ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES. By A. W. Johnston, 
Author of "The New Utopia." Crown 8w, cloth, 2s. 6d, 

W. E. SnelL THE CABINET AND PARTY POLITICS. 

^y W. E. Snell. Crovfn Svo, cloth, is, 6d, 

Bessie Williams. THE CLAIRVOYANCE OF BESSIE 

WILLIAMS (Mrs. Russell Davies). With Preface by Florence 
Marryat. Crovm Zvo, cloth, with Tortrait, 6s, 

Scriblerus Eedivivus. THE ART OF PLUCK. By Scrib- 

LERU8 Redivivus (Edward Caswall). New Edition. Royal i6mo, cloth, 
gilt top, 25. 6d, 

Francis H. Underwood, LL.D. QUABBIN : The Story of a 

Small Town, with Outlooks upon Puritan Life. By the late Francis H. 
Underwood, LL.D. Numerous Illustrations. Large Crov^n Svo, cloth, gilt 
top, Nr» and Cheaper Edition, ^s, 

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN, 

R. Murray Gilchrist. HERCULES AND THE MARION- 
ETTES. By R. Murray Gilchrist. Fully Illustrated by Charles P. 
Sainton. Large Crown ^to, printed in large type, and artistically bound, 
loith cover design by the Author, price ^s. 

Ford Hueffer. THE QUEEN WHO FLEW. "By Ford 

HuzFTER. With Frontispiece by Sir £. Burne- Jones, Bart., and Border 
Design by C. R. B. Barrett. Imperial i6mo, cloth, price 3J. 6d. 

Wilhelmina Pickering. THE ADVENTURES OF PRINCE 

ALMERO. By Wilhelmina Pickering. Illustrated by Margaret 
Hooper. Imperial i6mo, cloth, price 3^. 6d, 

Mrs. Eichaxd Strachey. NURSERY LYRICS. By Mrs. 

Richard Strachey. Illustrated by G. P. Jacomb Hood. Imperial i6mo, 
price 35. 6d, ^ 

An Alphabet, designed by the artist, is inserted in the volume, so that 
the donor may cut out the child's initials and fix them in the spaces 
provided on the cover. 

THE STORT BOOK SERIES. 

%pyal i6mo, half cloth extra, and Cupid paper. Illustrated, is, 6d, each, v- 

1. STELLA. By Mrs. G. S. Reaney. 

2. MY AUNT CONSTANTIA JANE. By Mary E. Hullah. 

3. LITTLE GLORY'S MISSION, and NOT ALONE IN THE WORLD. 

By Mrs. G. S. Reaney. 

4. HANS AND HIS FRIEND. By Mary E. Hullah. 
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